
THE COMPETITION PROGRAMME

FDS Award is a design competition open to everyone. The brief is to design a home product, ideal to be sold in an 
online store. 

With the competition Finnish Design Shop seeks to commercialize new ideas and pave their way to store shelves.

Finnish Design Shop will not manufacture the winning designs, but will strive to find them a manufacturer from its 
wide network of contacts.

The home product must be designed for consumers and may belong e.g. to the following categories: furniture, 
lighting, kitchen items, tableware, other home accessories.

The submitted designs will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

1. Commercial potential
We believe that good design is an innovative combination of practicality and aesthetic values, which creates the 
basis of commercial success.

2. Suitability for serial production
The competition seeks for designs suitable for serial production. The product should 1) be cost-efficient and 2) have 
a competitive consumer price.

3. Logistical efficiency
Due to the fast growth of e-commerce, the significance of logistical efficiency is greater than ever. The ideal online 
store product can be transported safely and in a space-saving manner.

This creates certain requirements for the product as well as for the packaging, which are worth keeping in mind 
when designing the item. A finished packaging design is not required in the brief, but will be appreciated.

Schedule
The one-stage competition is open for submissions 7.9.2016–31.1.2017. Submissions must be emailed no later than 
31.1.2017. The winners will be announced on 15.3.2017.

Submissions
The official language of the competition is English. The submissions must be emailed as a single page (size max. 
A3) pdf file to fdsaward@finnishdesignshop.com no later than 31.1.2017.

The submission must include:
• An image of the product (drawing, photo, 3D rendering)
• Concept description (the idea and function of the product)
• Further information regarding the structure and materials
• Contact information (name/names, postal address, phone number and email address

You may also email your curriculum vitae as a separate pdf file to the email address given above.

Entries are accepted from both individuals and teams. Each individual and team may submit up to three designs. 
Each design must be emailed as a separate pdf file. 



Prizes
A total of 10.000,00 euros will be awarded to three winners:

1. prize: 7000 euros
2. prize: 2000 euros
3. prize: 1000 euros

The winner of the competition will be able to present his/her/their design to the jury in person, and the organizer of 
the competition will help the winners to get their winning design into production or alternatively offer manufacturing 
consultation.

The jury may by a unanimous decision award the prize sum in a different manner.

Jury 
Clara von Zweigbergk, Clara von Zweigbergk Design
Shane Schneck, Office for Design
Mika Tolvanen, Studio Tolvanen
Joanna Laajisto, Joanna Laajisto Creative Studio
Kari Korkman, Helsinki Design Week
Teemu Kiiski, Finnish Design Shop



FDS AWARD RULES

1. Competition
FDS Award design competition

2. Organizer
The competition is organized by Finnish Design Shop Oy Ltd, Iso-Heikkiläntie 6, 20200 Turku, Finland.

3. Competition purpose
FDS Award is an open design competition. The brief is to design a home product, ideal to be sold in an online 
store. 

With the competition Finnish Design Shop seeks to commercialize new ideas and pave their way to the market.

Finnish Design Shop will not manufacture the winning designs, but will strive to find them a manufacturer from its 
wide network of contacts.

4. Eligibility
FDS Award is open to everyone: designers, students and anyone passionate about design. Entries are accepted 
from both individuals and teams. Each submission must be an original design created by the entrant and not in 
commercial production. Entrants agree to the terms of FDS Award by submitting their work to the competition.

5. Evaluation criteria
The submitted designs will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

1. Commercial potential
We believe that good design is an innovative combination of practicality and aesthetic values, which creates the 
basis of commercial success.

2. Suitability for serial production
The competition seeks for designs suitable for serial production. The product should 1) be cost-efficient and 2) have 
a competitive consumer price.

3. Logistical efficiency
Due to the fast growth of e-commerce, the significance of logistical efficiency is greater than ever. The ideal online 
store product can be transported safely and in a space-saving manner.

This creates certain requirements for the product as well as for the packaging, which are worth keeping in mind 
when designing the item. A finished packaging design is not required in the brief, but will be appreciated.

6. Prizes
A total of 10.000,00 euros will be awarded to three winners.

1. prize: 7000 euros
2. prize: 2000 euros
3. prize: 1000 euros

The jury may by a unanimous decision award the prize sum in a different manner.



The winner of the competition will be able to present his/her/their design to the jury in person, and the organizer of 
the competition will help the winners to get their winning design into production or alternatively offer manufacturing 
consultation.

7. Intellectual property
All works submitted will remain the exclusive property of the participant.
Groups must agree upon the ownership of the design before entering the competition.

By submitting their work to the competition the entrants represent and warrant that their submission will not infringe 
or violate any rights of any person or entity and the use thereof will result in no third party liability or obligations.

The organizer of the competition has the first right to negotiate the use and manufacturing rights of the designs 
within two months of announcing the results of the competition.

8. Jury
The winners will be selected by the jury stated in the competition programme.

9. Competition programme
The competition programme contains FDS Award’s schedule and information on prizes, submissions and how to 
enter. 


